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A message from Pastor Meeker 

OUR SAVIOUR’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 

We thank God for 

everyone who helps in the 

mission and ministry of 

this congregation through 

their faith witness of 

words and actions.  Thank 

you for your faithfulness.  

Bible study 

offerings:  Monday 

mornings, 10 A.M. in 

the Fellowship 

Hall, The Book of 

Acts.  Third Thursday 

Bible Study, 10 A.M. in 

the Fellowship 

Hall.  Other small 

group Bible studies take 

place in various locales 

and at different times. 

Watch and listen for 

related 

announcements.  All 

are invited to our Bible 

study opportunities.  

 What are you waiting for?  

 This question can be a common one while we wait at a traffic signal, checkout line, 

drive through, call back from someone or delivery.  Many wait, amid technological ad-

vancements that will speed up our desires for instant gratification.  We want something 

yesterday.  Sometimes we become impatient while waiting. 

 What are you waiting for this December? 

 We enjoy the church seasons of Advent and Christmas this month.  Some say Ad-

vent is a season that represents the best example of the church’s counter-culturalism.  This 

season calls for patient waiting, preparation, etc.  While we prepare to celebrate the birth 

of Jesus, we also prepare for his coming again. 

 Amid the political, social, economic and ecological state of the planet we live in, it 

can be tempting to ask God, what are you waiting for?  The same query might be contem-

plated as we experience prayer, repentance, forgiveness, love, care, living, end of life, res-

urrection, etc.  In such moments we join with the Psalmist who writes, “O Lord, how long?” 

 As we consider all this and other thoughts, we may remember the poster, t-shirt, 

card that reads, “Be patient with me, God’s not through with me yet!”  When we become 

frustrated, perplexed or overwhelmed with waiting on and for God, we can be thankful 

that God is present with us in Jesus and not through with us yet.  God has more to accom-

plish through us as individuals, families, communities and the Church. 

 Advent is a season of waiting, hope, expectation, preparation, patience, impending 

birth and more.  We wait with Elizabeth, Zechariah, Joseph, Mary, Anna, Simeon and oth-

ers.  We believe and wait for Jesus to be present with us in faithful, abundant. mysterious, 

transforming and amazing ways. 

 As we do all this in the Advent and Christmas seasons and beyond, we recall poet 

Ann Weems who offers this poem, Kneeling at Jerusalem, “Later, after the angels, stable 

Child, they went back…..as we always must, back to the world that doesn’t understand our 

talk of angels and stars and especially not the Child.  We go back concerned that it doesn’t 

last.  They went back singing praises to God!  We go back and still sing the glorias!” 

 

Enjoy your Advent, Christmas, New Year seasons in God’s grace through Jesus, Pastor Paul 

Meeker 



Sycamore Tree Preschool 

 The children have been quite busy at the preschool. We have been spending lots 
of time outdoors since our Pacific Northwest weather was in prime form this fall. A bit chil-
ly at times but at least it is dry. Indoor activities include painting, puzzles, playdough, dra-
matic play, block building, books, science and so much more. 

   

 Our annual “Fall Fundraiser” raised over $2100.00 this year! Fundraisers help to 
keep the cost of our program affordable for all families and help to reduce our operating 
costs. Tuition covers 75% of our costs. Fundraising and in-kind donations cover the other 
25%. We have been blessed with wonderful donations over the years, which helps us to 
keep tuition affordable but also allows us to compensate our teachers for the wonderful 
work that they do. 

 

 The month of December presents the natural opportunity to share the story about 
God’s Greatest Gift… The Story of Jesus’ Birth. The children will be able to hear Christ-
mas stories and songs, enjoy the Christmas trees and other beautiful decorations around 
the church and celebrate Jesus’ Birthday. Thank you to those volunteers who decorate 
and take time to make our church look so festive.  

 

 Our classes will be having Christmas parties on December 14, 15 and 16. We will 
invite parents to join us in the church fellowship hall to hear a few of our favorite Christ-
mas songs and stories, honor and celebrate Jesus’ Birthday, and have refreshments with 
us. This is always such a special and magical time of year. 

 

 The preschool will be closed for Christmas Break,  

 December 19 – January 2. 

 

  Classes will resume on Tuesday,  

  January 3, 2023. 

 

  Our preschool staff would like to wish  

  you all a Christmas season filled with 

  love, peace, and joy. 



Mark Danielsen  

Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church 

 Council reviewed and approved the council meeting minutes of October 11, 2022.  Council also reviewed and 

approved the Treasurer’s reports for October 2022. Council continued to discuss the negative budget balances, poten-

tial actions needed to resolve income decline; requesting additional donations, outside groups and churches using our 

facility, salary freezes or reductions.  

 

Pastor Meeker, from his written report, as he was absent on vacation; and discussions of council: 

* Leadership Annual Reports due November 5. 

*  Advent prayers will be presented at opening of each Advent Sunday Worship. 

 * We need delegates for Martha and Mary, and Board members needed for Lutherhaven. 

    (We also need people for the Serving (social ministry) and Learning Committees.) 

 * Discussed leave and vacation times; set pastor office hours Sunday-Thursday 9:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m. 

Sycamore Tree: 

 *  Trunk or Treat was fun and well attended. 

 *  Sycamore Tree Board to have Board meeting on November 28.  No school 11/24 and 11/25. 

Worship & Music:  

* Will start passing offering plate starting in Advent; we have one volunteer. 

* Advent services to be on Wednesdays at 3:00 p.m. starting 11/30 in the small Chapel. 

Property & Finance Committee:   

 * The annual budget was discussed in more detail; to be presented at annual meeting. 

* Clarke Whitney CPA firm has been fired to perform the Treasurer’s functions including bookkeeping, balanc-

ing books and audit; they will do the checks, and payroll... OSLC members will sign the checks. They will also do 

Sycamore taxes, W-2’s, 1099 forms… 

* Benevolences all paid thru 12/31/2022. 

* Bob Bishop reported that all demolition has been completed; installation of beams and rest of trusses is next. 

Gatorskin will then be installed. We reviewed construction budget. 

* Motion made and approved to transfer funds from Founders Fund to Mission Fund to finish the ADA access 

project. 

* Discussed budget related motions to be made at annual meeting. 

Council:   

* Discussed not streaming the annual meeting. 

* Picked potential dates for Lutherhaven picnic and camp dates of 7/16 and 7/7-7/13.  

* Approved doing Angel Tree Program if volunteers can be found. 

* Christmas decorating to be done on Sunday Nov. 20 after the service. 

* Liked concept of Hakuna Matata Children’s Choir coming if host families volunteer. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

Mark Danielsen, Council President 



Stewardship 

O u r  S a v i o u r ’ s  L u t h e r a n  C h u r c h  

DECEMBER  

2022 

The following is an excerpt from a letter by Rev. Daniel Rift, Director, ELCA World 
Hunger and Lutheran Disaster Response Fund. 
  
…we have worked to end hunger for almost 50 years.  Up until recently, we were celebrating im-
provements, but decades of  progress have been undone by the lingering effects of  COVID-19, the 
rise in violent conflict and the intensifying effects of  climate change.  The commitment to local, sus-
tainable and adaptive farming is essential in reclaiming that progress. 
  
Any gifts given to ELCA World Hunger now until December 31 will be matched 

until $200,000.00, doubling your impact to end hunger.  You may give through 

OSLC or send directly to the ELCA. 

 













Ashley Esguerra 12/03 

Rex Weldon 12/07 

Carole Schuetzenhofer 12/14 

Phillip LeVeille 12/15 

Mikayli Johnson 12/15 

Jane Kangas 12/19 

Phil Cornish 12/28 

BIRTHDAYS 

IN OUR THOUGHTS & PRAYERS 

To include someone in the prayers, please speak to 

Pastor Meeker, or call the church office (360-479-

6374) at any time.  Names will be included in Sunday 

bulletins for at least four weeks.Should you wish, you 

may submit them again to the Pastor or church of-

fice.  We encourage you to take this bulletin home and 

include these people in your daily prayers. 

FOR THOSE WITH HEALTH CONCERNS 

Peter Johnson, Charleen Feulner, Pam Sikes, Kerri 

Stoner 

ACTIVE MILITARY 

For all of our troops who are deployed 

Caring Ministry 



December 2022 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 3 

4 

10a Worship 

11a Worship 

Committee 

Meeting 

5 

10a Bible Study 

2p SAIL 

6p NA Women 

6 

6:30p NA 

7 

2p SAIL 

3p Mid-Week Advent 

3p Choir Rehearsal 

6p NA Women 

8 

9a Quilting 

9 10 

10a Quilting 

11 

(Poinsettias 

deadline) 

10a Worship 

12p Julefest 

(SON) 

12 

10a Bible Study 

2p SAIL 

6p NA Women 

13 

12p Ladies Club 

(SON) 

5p Council 

6:30p NA 

14 

2p SAIL 

3p Mid-Week Advent 

3p Choir Rehearsal 

6p NA Women 

15 

10a Bible Study 

16 17 

6p Private 

Group 

18 

10a Worship 

19 

10a Bible Study 

2p SAIL 

6p NA Women 

20 

6:30p NA 

21 

2p SAIL 

3p Mid-Week Advent 

3p Choir Rehearsal 

6p NA Women 

22 

9a Quilting 

23 24 

Christmas Eve 

4p Christmas 

Eve Service  

25 

Christmas Day 

10a Christmas 

morning worship 

26 

Christmas Day (substitute) 

10a Bible Study 

2p SAIL 

6p NA Women 

6:20p STP Board Meet 

27 

6:30p NA 

28 

2p SAIL 

3p Choir Re-

hearsal 

6p NA Women 

29 30 31 

New Year’s Eve 




